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The Ainu people have a unique language and relegion. They
are native to Hokkaido, southern Sakhalin island and the
Kuril islands.

The Ainu,descended from one distinct branch of the Jomon
people, have been living in Japan for over 10,000 years.

The first floor exhibition, illustrates how they traded with
Japan and China actively.

The exhibition also introduces Ainu history and the culture
which produced their complex society.
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Here in Kamikawa basin, the early history of man can be
traced back 20,000 years. After the Ainu commerced
trade with Sakhalin and Japan, the basic structure of
Ainu culture was established in 13th century.

Mainland Japanese development didn’t begin until the 19th
century. The Kamikawa area developed as the core
trading region of northern Hokkaido.

The basement exhibition introduces the history and
nature of the Kamikawa district.
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